
BIg PIcTuRe: HOw OUr LAwS ARe MAdE
How does a bill become a law? Sometimes it seems like our lawmakers are playing some goofy 
game to which no one really understands the rules. In fact, it is not quite that bad, but the process 
is far more complicated than the Schoolhouse Rock cartoon version of poor, dejected Bill, sitting 
on Capitol Hill, would have you believe. Take a close look at this version of the lawmaking process, 
and you will not be surprised that so many bills fail to make it to the president’s desk. The
founders wanted a slow, incremental lawmaking process where the brakes could be applied at 
multiple points, and that is exactly what they got.
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