BIG PICTURE: HOW QUR LAWS ARE MADE

How does a bill become a law? Sometimes it seems like our lawmakers are playing some goofy
game to which no one really understands the rules. In fact, it is not quite that bad, but the process
is far more complicated than the Schoolhouse Rock cartoon version of poor, dejected Bill, sitting
on Capitol Hill, would have you believe. Take a close look at this version of the lawmaking process,

and you will not be surprised that so many bills fail to make it to the president’s desk. The
founders wanted a slow, incremental lawmaking process where the brakes could be applied at

multiple points, and that is exactly what they got.
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A Lobbyist is an activist paid by an interest
group to promote their positionin the legislature.
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through advertising and other media outlets.
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Debate
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Bill read section by section; only
germane amendments proposed, Second Reading
and must include a list of “earmarks.”

Quorum of one hundred
required to open debate. Chair
determines length of debate.
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A simple majority is
required to pass a bill.

Vote on each
amendment
individually.
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CBO must confirm the bill
adheres tospendingand
revenue constraints in most
recent budget.
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Includes purpose and justifica-
tion for bil; explains how it
changes existing law; offersa cost
estimate forimplementation.

Report

Final Reading ~ Vote on final amendments
& \ote and proposed bill as a whole.

Collect information and testimony
from opponents and supporters.
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0 HOR has 435 members

and 20 standing committees.



